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B TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE ...
FOR THE PRICE OF NONE. Lee Early
College, a new public high school
meeting on the Central Carolina
College Campus, is slated to open for
the fall semester. When students
graduate from
A the accelerated
program, they will
| have earned not
_, only a high school
diploma, but a
§ two-year college
degree as well.
The school is designed for anyone
seeking an accelerated academic
program — whether it’s someone
seeking a two-year degree for work in
industry or a university-bound student
wanting to enter with two years of
course credits done. Applications for
the Early College freshman class will
be accepted in February.

B TWO COMPANIES OPEN IN LEE
COUNTY. Century Stone and Score
Group have opened facilities in Lee
County. Century Stone, a startup
company, is fabricating custom-
installed countertops in the Lee
County Industrial Park. Score Group,
part of an international engineering
firm, has opened a sales office in
Sanford to market its cell disrupters,
a new piece of equipment used in
bioscience research and production.
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Lee’s economy has always trailed
the region as a whole, says Charles
Hayes. But it may be gaining ground.

North Carolina is named second

most favorable business climate by
a business development firm.
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An Upbeat Prognosis

“Health of Lee” appears to be on the upswing

ith good news emerging from
economic reports, education
statistics and several quality

of life measures, the health of Lee County
appears to be good. And improving.

That was the diagnosis when Charles
Hayes, CEO of the Regional Triangle
Regional Partnership, and Bob Heuts,
director of the Lee County Economic
Development Corp., provided their annual
“Health of Lee County” report in December.

The local unemployment rate currently
stands at 5.5 percent, down from 7.3
percent two years ago. Other good news:
Average yearly wages are higher, retail sales
are up and per capita income is climbing.

What about education? Seventy-five
percent of Lee County public schools
met their “adequate yearly progress,”

a government-mandated measure of
performance. That was higher than any
bordering county. Higher, even, than Wake
County and Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools.

On the quality of life ledger, crime was
down for the second year in a row.

And that’s just a sample.

Eye on Labor

The lingering concern may be Lee’s labor
market. Manufacturing continues to decline
nationally, posing a challenge for a county
that’s thrived thanks largely to industry.

To compete for jobs, whether they're in
manufacturing or other sectors, Heuts said,
local workers must develop analytical skills
and complete at least two years of commu-

Charles Hayes talks with Doug Wilkinson
after the Health of Lee luncheon last month.

nity college.

Hayes drilled the point home, noting that
90 percent of all newly-created jobs require
education beyond high school.

Then, local officials must be able to show
employers their well-prepared workforce.

“What are companies looking for when
they come in?” asked Heuts. “[Labor] is the
number one issue, right there.

“If we can’t definitely say what kind of
people we have here and available — what
kind of skills they have — we don’t have a
chance here in this community.”

The entire Health of Lee County report is
available at www.Icedc.com/medial.



http://www.lcedc.com/media/index.htm#reports
http://www.lcedc.com/media/index.htm#reports
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CHARLES HAYES

Is Lee County gaining
ground on neighbors?

One hopeful sign emerging from last
month’s Health of Lee County report
was evidence that Lee County is closing
the economic gap on its neighbors.

In some indices, Lee County’s economy
has lagged behind the Research
Triangle Region as a whole. The most
obvious measure is the unemployment
rate. Lee’s rate has usually tracked
roughly one percentage point higher,
and it still does. In November, the
county’s rate was 5.5 percent,
compared to 4.4 for the region.

But on other economic measures,
Lee County is gaining ground. Take
per capita income. While the figure
throughout the Research Triangle has
remained flat over the last several
years, Lee County has inched upward
— from $25,155 in 2000 to $27,669
in 2003. A gap still exists, but it is
closing.

It's tempting to dismiss economic
statistics as a game, but they're
important. Not only do they help
measure our true economic vitality, but
a community’s present numbers can
determine its future success.

When companies decide where to
locate, they usually settle first on a
broad region where they may want to do
business. The Research Triangle has
attracted plenty of attention throughout
the world, so we get a good number of
inquiries from expanding business and
industry.

But then, they examine areas within

the region — comparing one area to
another — and look at these numbers
closely. If the economic outlook appears
better in a neighboring county, that’s
where the company might go. In the
“game” of economic statistics, the
stakes can be high.

Charles Hayes is president and CEO of the
Research Triangle Regional Partnership and
a member of the University of North Carolina
Board of Governors. He resides in Sanford.

Horner, Bridwell add perspectives
to aid economic development effort

Local customers going elsewhere to shop
place a huge drain on the economy. It’s a
well-known fact. Right?

Not according to Bill Horner 111, publisher
of The Sanford Herald, who outlined results
of a recent market survey at the Committee
of 100 meeting in September.

With local buying income estimated at
just over $1 billion and total retail sales of
roughly $739 million, there may not be the
drain people believe.

“We've got a lot of people coming to Lee
County, coming into our [retail trading
zone], to buy,” Horner said. “We do
obviously have people going out of our
market, but we have more people probably
than we realize coming into our market to

spend money.”
P Y Bill Horner Il explains how the community

uses mass media and lists findings from
local residents use and what Herald readers The Sanford Herald’s readership survey.

wanted in their local newspaper.

The publisher also described what media

Attention shifted to county recreation in sales are made. That's how communities
November, when community development  present themselves: Why would anybody
director Bob Bridwell explained how want to come and be attracted to that
public parks and greenways help attract community?”
investment from industry. Open space, greenways and parks help

“People buy things on the benefits they differentiate one community from another,
perceive, or the benefits they feel are adding to the quality of life and attracting
tangible,” Bridwell said. “And that’s how economic development.

THE REGION AT A GLANCE

Public Space to Roam. Total park
acreage, combining state and local
recreational sites, per 1,000 residents.
Source: Research Triangle Regional
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Companies noted for decades of work .
Ec((:l)nomlc
Seven local companies In icatOI'S
received Endurance Awarc'ls B a C ksta ge
from Lee County Economic m

Development last month for
their long-term commitment to
business in the area.

Awards were presented by
economic development director
Bob Heuts at the annual Health
of Lee County luncheon.

Recognized for a half century
or more were: Sanford Coca-
Cola Bottling Co., celebrating
its centennial; General Shale
Brick, current owner of a brick
plant founded 92 years ago;
J.T. Davenport & Sons, 88
years; Hallman Foundry, 67
years; Lee Brick & Tile, 59
years; American Performance
Industries, the current
incarnation of the former
Whitin Roberts Co., 58 years;
and Lee Builder Mart, 50 years.

Other companies operating
for many years are Rodeco
and Steel & Pipe, 44; Arden
Companies, 41; Carnes Co. and
Trion, 40; Tramway Veneers,
39; Coty US and Performance
Fibers (new owner), 34; and
General Timber, 33.

Also, Moen, Pentair Pool,
Water & Spa, and Redman
Homes, 32; Pearson Textiles
and This End Up Furniture,
31; Lee Iron & Metal, 30;
Magneti Marelli USA, 29;
Universal Forest Products, 28;
GKN Driveline, 27; and Olivia
Machine & Tool, SpanSet and
Zurn Industries, 25.

EEEEEE

State recognized for

solid economic climate
North Carolina received good

news this fall, when the state

was rated America’s second

most favorable business climate

Lady Sanchez, left, and Linda Golden register for lunch at
Backstage Lee County: The Fall Tour, an insider’s look at the county
for local real estate professionals. About 40 people participated

in the November bus tour, which featured inside information from
schools superintendent James McCormick, economic development
director Bob Heuts and other community leaders. The spring
edition, focusing on different sites, is now being planned.

in a national survey.

Texas, North Carolina and
South Carolina received the
highest rankings. California,
New York and Massachusetts
filled the bottom three slots.

“Winning Strategies 2005”
was conducted by Development
Counsellors International, a
New York-based consulting
firm specializing in economic
development and tourism
marketing. It is available on the
Web at www.aboutdci.com.

H HE B B BB
Patriot donates armor
to U.S. Military Academy
Patriot Performance Materials
has donated $116,000 worth
of body armor and tactical gear
to the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, N.Y.
The contribution included
35 sets of its lightweight Direct

Action Vests with Small Arms
Protective Inserts, used to
protect soldiers from small
arms fire, along with a variety
of tactical pouches to transport
equipment.

Patriot also was honored in
late October for employing
disabled workers with the
2005 Outstanding Community
Employer Award, presented
by the Lee County Council for
Persons With Disabilities.

H B B B BN
Kelly MarCom head
receives accolade

Shelley Kelly, president of
Kelly MarCom in Sanford, was
listed among the region’s top
women in business for 2005
by Triangle Business Journal.
Her company also received a
contract to develop the county’s
new Web page.
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Lee County unemployment was

5.5 percent in November, slightly
above the year’s low of 5.2 in May.
The labor force estimate stands at
25,025. The statewide seasonally-
unadjusted rate: 5.1 percent

each month from September to
November. Data listed from the last
month of each quarter.
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Taxable sales for Lee County
declined to $42.405 million from
the $44.109 million figure posted
in August. For Sanford: $34.576
in October, the most recent report.
Figures reported from last month
of each quarter. *Due to changes
in the N.C. Department of Revenue
reporting, figures through the
second quarter of 2005 report
gross retail sales, while later figures
report taxable sales.

building permits
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Lee County issued an estimated 55
building permits for new residential
construction in November and
December to end a busy year in
construction. Figures show total
permits issued over a two-month
period from Lee County and do not
include apartment or commercial
construction.

area industrial closings

No area closings reported.


http://www.aboutdci.com/winningstrategies/DCIs_Winning_Strategies_2005.pdf
http://www.aboutdci.com
http://www.patriotmaterials.com
http://kellymarcom.com
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The Committee Calendar

Economic Indicators

January 2006

1 RTRP Regional Advisory Council.
3 10 a.m. RTRP, 1000 Trade Drive, Suite
124, RDU International Airport. Contact Bob
Heuts, 919.774.8439 or info@Ilcedc.com.

February 2006

Downtown Sanford Inc. Board.
7 8 a.m. Lee County EDC Office, 226
Carthage Street. Contact David Montgomery,
919.775.8332 or downtown@sanfordnc.net.
9 Central Carolina Society for

Human Resource Management.
noon. Chef Pauls Café, 610 E. Main Street,
Sanford. Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439
or info@Ilcedc.com.

2 Committee of 100. Jon Parsons,
4 executive director of Sustainable
Sandhills, and U.S. Army Col. Al Aycock will
discuss coming population growth expected
from recent Base Realignment and Closure

decisions and its impact on the region.
noon. Chef Pauls Café, 610 E. Main Street,
Sanford. Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439
or info@lcedc.com.

March 2006

Downtown Sanford Inc. Board.
7 8 a.m. Lee County EDC Office, 226
Carthage Street. Contact David Montgomery,
919.775.8332 or downtown@sanfordnc.net.
Central Carolina Society for
Human Resource Management.
noon. Chef Paul’s Café, 610 E. Main Street,
Sanford. Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439
or info@lcedc.com.
1 3 Lee Co. Economic Development
Corp. 8 am. Lee County EDC
Office, 226 Carthage Street. Contact Jane
Haber, 919.774.8439 or info@lcedc.com.
22 Lee Co. Industrial Managers
Association. 11:45 a.m. Location
To Be Announced. Contact Jane Haber,
919.774.8439 or info@lcedc.com.

CCCC Business Seminars

B Stress & Sanity in the Workplace. Jan.

25,11:30 am. to 1:15 p.m., $6 registration
includes lunch.

m Grants: From the Basics to Application
Detail. Mar. 3, 6:15 to 8:45 p.m., free.

FOCUS on Industrial Sites

With 60,000 square feet of manufacturing
space and a 1,500 square foot office,

the Gaylord Building offers attractive

light manufacturing space on eight acres
— with easy access to U.S. 421. For

other available sites in Lee County, visit
www.lcedc.com, click on “Buildings &
Sites,” and select either buildings or sites.

Lee County Committee of 100 Inc.
PO. Box 4846
Sanford, NC 27331-4846




